Effects of Phytophthora Root Rot and Metalaxyl Treatment On The Vield of Some [Forage Brassica Species

These caterpillars attacking to the leaves
were identificd as Aurographa californica
(Speyer) (alfalla looper), Pieris rapae (L.)
(imported cabbageworm) and Melanchra
picta (Harris) (Zcbra caterpillar). Alfalfa
looper was not detected in Riverton. Larvac
damage was hecavier with the carlicr
planting datcs. Imported cabbageworm and
flca beetle damage was also reported rom
Eastern USA (Jung ct al., 1986). Heavy
infcstation of cabbage aphid (Brevicoryne

brassica (L.)) was observed at both
locations. Kale plants had  hcavy
infestation.  Rapc and Tyfon were

modcrately affccted by the aphids. Aphid
damage was greater with the carlier
planting dates. Powdery mildew caused by
Lrysiphe cruciferarum Opiz cx Juncll was
detected at both locations. This diseasc was
also found on Brassica spp. grown in the
Eastcrn USA (Jung ct al.. 1980).

All  crops cstablished quickiy:
however, a  herbicide  application.
particularly before the carly planting dates.
might bc necessarv for crop establishment.
Rape was thc most consistently high
producing crop at both locations and with
carlv and latc planting. Kale was much
morc variable in vield. Tyfon was the lcast
productive with latcr planting.
Additionally, low dry matier content of
Tyfon forage may limil dry matter intake
ol grazing animals.

It appcars that Brassica crops arc
adapted to the Rocky Mountain region. All
crops lesied tolerated low temperatures:
however, a cooler than normal fall.
particularly with latc planting. might be
expected to favor kale as it has supcrior
cold tolerance. The Brassica viclds
obtained in Wyoming wecrc comparable to
those reported at other locations in USA
(Jung et al., 1986: Rao and Horn, 1980:
Guillard and Allinson. 1988). Thcse crops
showed promisc for producing forages for
fall livestock grazing under Wyoming
irrigated conditions.
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